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February 22, 2015                                        Mark 1:12–13          

          
12 

At once the Spirit sent him out into the desert, 
13 

and he was in the desert forty days, being tempted by 

Satan. He was with the wild animals, and angels attended him.   

  

Don’t Cry for Jesus.  Admire Him.  Believe in Him.  Follow Him. 

 

As we dive into the Passion of Christ this Lent season and study how Jesus was betrayed, whipped, beaten, 

humiliated, and crucified – it is easy to find ourselves feeling sorry for Jesus.  We are well trained by our 

society to sympathize with people in their weaknesses; we associate this with love.   We might think to 

ourselves, “Poor Jesus was betrayed.  Poor Jesus was whipped.  Poor Jesus was crucified.”   This is how we 

might be tempted to love Jesus this Lent.  But Jesus did not come to be sympathized with.  Our pity and tears 

will not make Jesus say, “I love you because you feel sorry for me in my weakness.” 

 

The book of Mark shows us the eagerness of Jesus to get to work in fighting against the devil.  Just look at how 

the book starts.  It doesn’t have any of the soft scenes of the manger (though we love and admire those as well).  

It immediately takes us to battle with John preaching repentance in the wilderness; confronting sinners with 

their sins in preparation for Christ.   

 

Then today, once Jesus is baptized, Mark immediately takes us to battle, as it shows us one that rolled up His 

sleeves and went to work on Day One.  “At once” - right after the soft and gentle scene of the Spirit floating 

down on Jesus, He is thrown into the wilderness to fight!  That’s what the word in the Greek literally means – 

Jesus was thrown out into the desert – for a battle against Satan - the adversary.  The Warrior has come to fight. 

Our God was not afraid of battle.    

 

Jesus was sent “to the desert.”  It is the complete opposite of what the first Adam was put into in Genesis 

chapter 1, as he was placed in the middle of a Garden with plenty of trees to eat from and a river to drink from.  

He was given a companion to enjoy creation with domesticated animals by his side.  But Jesus - as a result of 

sin -  was put into a desert; all by Himself; to fight against the serpent that was more crafty than the wild 

animals; Satan himself.   

  

Why didn’t Jesus have a crowd watching Him and cheering Him on?  The work of salvation - of defeating Satan 

in our place; was meant to be done only by Jesus.  The desert describes for us loneliness of the call to save the 

world.  Nobody else would or could assist him.  They would only get in His way or give Him bad advice.  This 

brings to mind what Isaiah wrote in Isaiah 63:5 

I looked, but there was no one to help, I was appalled that no one gave support; 

so my own arm worked salvation for me, and my own wrath sustained me. 

Even as Christians we fail in our battles - sometimes when we are trying to help we only make matters worse.  

So this is the only way that our salvation could be accomplished – by Christ alone.  We have no choice but to 

watch Jesus fight the battle alone.  We sing of His glorious battle at Lent and watch Him do the work.   

  

Perhaps this desert is also meant to serve as a contrast what happened to the Israelites, who were thrown into a 

desert for 40 years; who were bitten by poisonous serpents, and who failed the battle miserably.  The Jews who 

tended to take pride in themselves as a nation; they failed in the desert and died in rebellion.  Here we have the 
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One who fights against the Serpent for 40 days; one divine day for each human year; on behalf of His people; 

the One who would win the battle against THE fiery Serpent and fight on our behalf on His own; One who 

wouldn’t fail and fall into temptation.  

  

This Lent season we can see also a reflection of our own calling.  When you are baptized in the Spirit you are 

made enemies of the devil.  Jesus said, “Do not be surprised if the world hates you.”  This means you will 

feel alienated.  The battle also rages within, when we feel as if we been alienated from our own emotions and 

feelings; being called on to hate the thoughts and desires that rage within.  We can’t even be ourselves or trust 

ourselves; not when we are sold as slaves to sin.  Yes, the call of the Spirit makes us feel like we have been 

deserted; and many times we don’t even like being with ourselves.    

 

Yet we also forget that when we are baptized into Christ it is also a call TO fellowship and battle with fellow 

believers by coming to worship and to partake of His body and blood to find strength in our battle.  We forget 

about the angels that are protecting us.  We forget how He commands us to confess our sins to each other and 

forgive each other to find renewed strength.  We don’t make use of prayer like we could or should.  There is 

strength in two or three that come together in His name.   

 

It is a sad thing that too many Christians feel that they have to fight like Jesus Christ; all on their own; as if the 

battle was theirs to fight alone without a pastor and without a fellowship – when an army of Christians is there 

to support them.  They are afraid to confess their sins and problems because they fear that somehow news will 

get out that they are struggling and everyone will know about their sins; as if church were a beauty contest; or 

they fear that the pastor and church can’t wait to excommunicate them.  So they try to battle against sin alone.  

The devil loves it when we do the exact opposite of what God commands.  He wants us to feel as if we had to 

each be Jesus Christ and fight the battle in a desert all by ourselves.  Lent is a call to faith – to look to Christ and 

what He did in the desert for us; so that we would find confidence in His battle and know that we don’t have to 

face the devil alone.   

 

And maybe this would be a good time to remind you also of the nature of the battle; that this is a battle against 

the darkest of evil forces.  In hymn 200 we sang, “Though devils all the world should fear, all eager to devour 

us.”  Have you forgotten the powerful forces that are fighting for your soul?  This is no easy battle.   You don’t 

want to fight it alone.  You can’t.  Jesus could and He did.  He was called into the desert to fight against the 

devil and his temptations.   

 

What is a temptation?  Look at how Satan tempted Jesus. Jesus was put in a position of weakness as He hadn’t 

eaten or drank anything for 40 days.  His body was screaming for food and drink; and yet He needed to resist 

the temptation of the cravings of His flesh; and the way that the devil was using it; telling Him to use His 

powers to selfishly change stones into bread; to throw Himself from a ledge to make God prove Himself.   He 

told Jesus that He could have it all without suffering and the cross.  He attacked Jesus when he was alone, 

hungry and tired.   

 

We sometimes think that life would be so much easier if God just rid us of the temptation by getting rid of the 

thing that tempts us - the internet - the annoying classmate - the spouse - the IRS - the cancer.  But temptation 

isn’t primarily in the thing agitates us - it is in the way Satan wants us to respond to it; think about it; what we 

do with it.  Satan whispers in our ear that we can’t be happy without that which is forbidden.  He tells us to get 
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rid of the irritations - they’re not worth it (when God tells us to patiently and lovingly put up with it.)  In our 

weakness that wicked liar comes whispering in our ear to convince us to do the exact opposite of what God’s 

Word tells us to do; He tells us that God wants us to do it; it’s not our fault that we desire it; and if we want it 

then we just have to have it; there’s no getting around it.  It isn’t worth the hassle.    

 

Jesus didn’t only face three temptations.  Mark describes this as 40 days of temptations - the verb denotes an 

ongoing thing for the entire 40 days.  That’s a long time to resist temptation, especially when every moment 

your stomach would be growling at you for food.  This is where we so often fail; maybe not at the first 

temptation; but at the later one; the one that comes at you day after day; when we are tired and sitting in front of 

the computer late at night; when we’re tired of putting up with our parents or our spouse; when we’re sick of 

school. . . that’s when we snap at our spouses and our parents; it’s when we give in to the flesh; when we’ve 

“had a long day” and we’re “sick and TIRED.”    

 

But we love the season of Lent; to see what Jesus did as our substitute; because Jesus didn’t give in.  It wasn’t 

easy, even though He was God!  When playing men’s league basketball you can tell when the game has gotten 

beyond control; when one team realizes they are going to lose.  They don’t give up at that point.  They get mad 

and they sometimes get dirty.  They start fighting all the more. They get wild.   This is what the devil does. This 

is what the sinful nature does too in order to get its way; it lies - it cheats - it attacks - it does anything to win.  

 

Jesus had to resist these temptations in the wild; among the wild animals.  Perhaps it reminds you of the Bear 

Grylls shows when he is dumped into the wild and has to fight to survive.  It is amazing what he does to 

survive.  So also Jesus enters the wild.  Mark is the only one who mentions the wild animals.  There must be a 

reason he mentions the wild animals.  It introduces us to the rawness of it all.  Sometimes we forget just how 

raw and wild wickedness and temptation can be.  Turn on “reality TV” or the nightly news and you’ll see 

firsthand.  Sin cannot be reasoned with or educated.  It has to be fought against and killed and defeated.  There 

is no other way.  

 

This is what Jesus came to do - in the wild - the same place where the scapegoat was shoved into.   Back in 

Biblical times the deserted areas around the Promised Land were more filled with wild animals as David said 

that he had to fight against the lion and the bear.  (The reason the Israelites didn’t conquer all of the Promised 

Land at once was partly due to the number of wild animals that surrounded them.  (Exodus 23:29)  God knew 

they couldn’t handle all of the wild animals at once. They were spared from the wild, Jesus wasn’t.)  In the Fall 

the serpent was called more crafty than the wild animals. Nebuchadnezzar was driven into the wild to live like a 

wild animal as a curse on him for his own arrogance.  In this case Jesus was not called to be wild; but to fight in 

the wild; against the Serpent.  Jesus didn’t just come for the domesticated or to save the elite.  Jesus came to 

tame the wild as well; and the book of Isaiah pictures the wolf lying down with the lamb.    

 

Jesus had to conquer the wild by entering into it; resisting it; and ultimately allowing it to kill him; to die under 

the wild.  Think of the wild and raging crowd that Jesus stood before under Pilate; fueled by a Satanic hatred 

that would not be quenched until Jesus was crucified and dead.  We might even think in a different way of the 

most holy and wild rage of all; the rage of God Himself over sinners that would not be quenched unless His 

own Son died on the cross.  When the Father sent the Son to the cross to die it was to kill the rage of God; so 

that He could send forth His gracious hand and take hold of the troubled and wild heart and give peace to the 

soul.  This is our God.  This is our Warrior - the Prince of Peace.  
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Ultimately, isn’t this how God saves us; by nailing us to Christ and killing us as well in our baptism?  By taking 

all that we are and any pride and crucifying it with Christ?  He makes us alive by killing us.  This mercy of 

Christ is what tames us; makes us willing to submit.  We think of how Jesus tamed Paul; the one who raged 

against the Christians and made him one of our own.  He confronted with him with his sin and then baptized 

him in Jesus’ blood.  We think about how He works and fights against those who would be the most angry 

drunks and violent men; the most abused and out of control sexual victims; how He calls them to repentance too 

and tames them also with His love; His genuine and sacrificial love that gives forgiveness; that wild type of 

forgiveness that knows no bounds.     

 

As we speak of this wilderness, perhaps we could take a moment to reflect on our own lives.  Have we hidden 

in fear of the wilderness without?  We complain to each other about how rough we have it; how difficult the 

temptations are; how evil the world is getting.  But could it be that we are getting soft?  You talk to people who 

act as if getting up at 10 in the morning and driving to church in a heated car and a padded pew was the most 

difficult thing in life.  You talk to married couples who are so unwilling to put up with any weaknesses in their 

spouses; when you hear about how in the olden days husbands and wives put up with a lot more than they do 

now.  It would appear that the devil has deceived us into thinking that the cross we carry should be a padded 

couch that we lay down on.  We want life to be milder than it is.  We retreat from the desert, but in doing so we 

only let our sinful nature reign all the more.   

 

Every Sunday we have some men from our congregation that go to the gymnasium to play against other men 

from other WELS congregations.  As mentioned before, sometimes things get a little bit chippy and tense.  It is 

easy in the heat of battle to let that wildness shine through.  Voices raise!  Tempers flare!  Fouls get harder and 

harder.  We fall into temptation so easily.  By the time the game is done; win or lose; I am usually on edge from 

trying to keep myself or my teammates or the other team calm.  I go home and I’m sore for the next three days.  

I say to myself, “I’m getting too old for this.  It isn’t as much fun anymore.  I’d rather relax and do something 

more enjoyable.”  That’s how many of us might feel about life!   

 

Jesus knew His life here wouldn’t exactly be “fun.”  Yet He came here for the express purpose of conflict; to 

enter into it and die under it.  The Holy Spirit led him into the desert to fight against Satan.  He chose to do this; 

because there was no other way to save us; through battling against sin and death to the very death.   

 

This is the journey we take every Lenten season.   It is here that we see our Warrior do battle with sin, death and 

hell in order to die; in order to win.  When I see Christ I can know and believe that victory is mine because of 

Him.  I am never alone and neither are you; and we can keep on fighting together no matter how many battles 

we lose or how tired we are or how lonely we feel; because Jesus our Warrior won.  We don’t need to 

sympathize with Him.  We believe in Him, admire Him and follow Him from death and through death to life.  

Amen.  


